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Spotlight on 
  Cody Perez 

 

Family Promise Interfaith Hospitality Network 

Closing in on reaching our Year-One Budget,  
so we can open our doors— 

funds-to-date exceed $127,000! 

 

 

 
 
Rev your engines for the 2nd 
Annual Bed Race! Last year’s 
inaugural event was a blast. Join 
the fun on July 28 by forming a 
race team or sponsoring the 
event. See Page 7 for details. 

 

“I never asked anyone for money 
before,” says 12-year-old Cody 
Perez. For someone with so little 
experience, he’s made a big impact 
on FPOC. “I like Family Promise; it 
helps homeless families get on their 
feet.” He took a load off his own 
when he participated in the 
November Willowbrook Church 
Rock-a-Thon.  Though his very first 
fund raiser, he brought in more than 
$1,400! With his smile, energy, and 
compassion, it’s no wonder no one 
could turn down Cody’s request to 
support Family Promise. At first he 
was nervous to ask but found it 
easier than expected.  

No doubt Cody will continue to 
inspire others and to help FPOC. 
He’s already dreaming of racing in 
the 2018 Bed Race of July 28!  
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Family Promise of Ontario County Heroes 

 

 
 

Held on November 20th, CA students donated 100% 
of their proceeds to FPOC…that’s  $286! 

 

  

 
 

 

 
Holiday Appeal – thank you to all who responded to the call! More than $6,400 was raised! 

  

 
 

Upcoming Heroic Opportunities 

 

 
Saturday, May 19: Beer and Wine Tasting, with 
music by the band Everhart, at  
Champion Hills Country Club. 
Check the FPOC website for more details. 

 
Sat., April 28 Comedy Night featuring nationally 
recognized comedians – clean fun for the whole 
family.  Watch the FPOC website for more details  

 

 
Bed Race, Sat., July 28 at the Canandaigua City 

Pier.  Check out the FPOC website for more details. 
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What a difference we have made in just a few months!  When we open our doors, we know by working together it 
will take only a few months to move a family from homelessness to sustainable independence.  In the few months 
since November, you, along with other compassionate community members, faith congregations, businesses, 
foundations, civic groups, and grantors, reached deep to financially support Family Promise to bring our funds 
raised to date to over $127,000.  In the last few months we have strengthened our Board of Directors with a 
diverse group who bring a variety of skills and expertise to the team. In the last few months through our new 
Speaker Series, community members have been educated on how our school districts are involved with student 
homelessness and what it means to be working and still poor in Ontario County.  Within the next few months there 
will be three incredibly fun events that will benefit FPOC–opportunities created by volunteers for you and your 
family!  In the next few months we will be in the process of hiring an Executive Director and Caseworker.   
 
So much done, so much more to do...if you haven’t joined us already to pave the way to help homeless families 
become sustainably independent, call or email today to find out what a difference just a few minutes of your time 
can make in the lives of others.  If you are already on board, THANK YOU, and keep it coming.  Family Promise 
wouldn’t exist without all of you.  What a great community we live in! 

 

Day Center 

We continue to explore avenues to establish the rectory at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Canandaigua 
as our Day Center, and are taking steps to realize that goal.  In the meantime, we are working with 
Temple Beth-El in Geneva to explore using their facility as a interim Day Center site if needed.  We 
continue to believe that St. John’s Episcopal Church rectory is the right place for us.  It is centrally 
located in the county, St. John’s is a very committed FPOC member congregation, and the building has 
a home-like feel that will create a welcoming atmosphere for our families. 

St. John’s has decided to move forward with the improvements at the rectory with their own 
funds.  They plan to use the facility for some use in the future, no matter the outcome of our continued 
exploration.  The FPOC family is so grateful to the members of St. John’s and Temple Beth El for their 
deep and extended support of this program. 

 Fund Development 

We continue to explore new avenues of funding and are always looking for ideas.  Do you have one you would like 
to share with us?  Are you willing to do a campaign or event on behalf of Family Promise of Ontario County?  Be a 
funding hero today! 

 

 

 

 

Message from Our President 
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Welcome new Board Members! 
 

Holly Adams  heard about Family Promise from Eileen Tiberio and was drawn by the fact that FPOC is something 
that benefits everyone. She is follower of the ACES (Adverse Childhood Experiences) movement as a measure of 
sustained trauma and feels that trauma-informed therapy is the start of healing, as is FPOC for many people. Of 
her role as Ontario County Assistant Attorney, Holly says, “I consider it a privilege to work here.” 

Melanie McGuire, Homeless Liaison and Director of Special Programs & Compliance for Victor Central Schools, 
resides in East Bloomfield, is married to her best friend, and has two grown daughters. She serves as the District’s 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison and sees firsthand the effects that temporary housing can have on students 
and families, and am excited to be part of an organization with a strong history of obtain sustainable housing. 

We welcome Claire Hauenstein, a principal with The Hauenstein Group (providing business advisory services to 
non-profit organizations), as FPOC Treasurer. Claire brings a wealth of non-profit experience, including her work 
with Camp Fire Girls & Boys, Our Lady of Light Conference of the Society of St. Vincent DePaul, Partners for Breast 
Care, and the Library Foundation of Lee County, Florida. 

 

 

 
 
 

Welcome New Congregations! 
 

We now have 26 congregations in our FPOC network! Welcome St. John’s Lutheran Pumpkin Hook, Penn Yan 
United Methodist Church, and Bluff Point United Methodist Church! 
 
 
 

 
  

Committed Congregations 

Host Congregations 

Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church, Geneva 
First Presbyterian Church of Victor  
Victor United Methodist Church 
Farmington Friends Church 
Wellspring Church, Clifton Springs 

St. Benedicts’s Parish 
St. Mary’s Church, Canandaigua 
St. Bridget’s Church, Bloomfield 

Willowbrook Christian Church, Victor 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Victor 
Presbyterian Church in Geneva 
Temple Beth-El, Geneva 
Gorham United Methodist Church 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Victor 
First United Methodist Church, Geneva 

Support Congregations 

Seneca Castle United Methodist Church, Stanley  

St. Peter’s Parish      
St. Felix, Clifton Springs     
St. Dominic, Manchester/Shortsville   
St. Francis, Phelps     

St. John’s Lutheran Pumpkin Hook, Farmington 
United Church of Phelps 
First Baptist Church of Manchester   
 

Clifton Springs United Methodist 
Geneva Hispanic Church of God 
West Bloomfield Congregational Church UCC 
Farmington United Methodist Church 
Rushville United Methodist Church 
Penn Yan United Methodist Church 
Bluff Point United Methodist Church 
Geneva Assembly of God 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Clifton Springs 

 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Canandaigua, Future Home of the Day Center 
 

Growing the Family Promise of Ontario County 
Family 
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What’s in a word?  
“When school liaisons work with homeless children, they avoid using the word ‘homeless.’ 

Rather, they refer to ‘housing status’ and/or ‘temporary housing arrangements.’” 

-Melanie McGuire 
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Family Promise of Ontario County 
fpocny@fpocny.org 

www.FamilyPromiseOntarioCounty.org 
585-704-9776 

 

If you are an eligible member of Thrivent Financial, you can direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars® to Family 
Promise. For more information, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 
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